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3
 

AN ORDINANCE providing for the abatement and

4 removal as public nuisances of junk motor 

vehicles from private property, as provideds RCW 46.55.240 and adding a new chapter to 
Title 23 of the King County Code and amending

6 K.C.C. 20.24.080. 

1 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:
8
 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. Purpose. The purpose of this

9
 

ordinance is to establish procedures for the abatement and
 

removal as public nuisances of junk motor vehicles pursuant tou 
RCW 46.55.240.

12 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. Definitions. 
13 

"Junk vehicle" means a motor vehicle certified under 

Section 3 as meeting all the following requirements:
15 

A. Is three years old or older;16 

B. Is extensively damaged, such damage inclUding but not17 

limited to any of the following: A broken window or windshirl18 

or missing wheels, tires, motor~ or transmission;19 

C. Is apparently inoperable;20 

D. Is without a valid, current registration plate;21 

E. Has a fair market value equivalent only to the value22 

11thesc rap i nit. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. Any individual authorized by tt 

25 manager of the building and land development division may 

26 inspect and certify that a vehicle meets the requirements of ~ 

27 junk vehicle. Such certification shall be tn writing and shall 

record the make and vehicle identification number and license28 

number of the vehicle if available. The certi lng individual29 

shall also describe in detail the damage or missing equipment 

31 to verify that the value of the junk vehicle is equivalent only 

32 to the value of scrap. 

33 
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. It shall be unlawful to park. 

2 store or abandon junk vehicles on private property with 

3 exceptions as provided in Section 5. Such a violation shall be 

4 a nuisance subject to the abatement procedure set out in this 

S chapter and shall be deemed a violation of a land use ordinance 

6 for purposes of K.C.C. Title 23. The procedures in this 

7 U chapter are in addition to the existence and use of a other 

8 reme available. 

9 NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. Exceptions. This ordinance shall 

not apply to a vehicle or part thereof which: (1) is not 

H II visible from the street or other public or private property; or 

12 II (2) iss tored or pa rked ina 1awfu 1 manner on pri va t e proper 

13 II in connection with the business of a licensed dismantler, 

14 II licensed vehicle dealer and is fenced as re ired state law. 

15 II NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. Notice required. 

16 II A. The last registered vehicle owner of record and the 

17 II proper owner of record shall each be given notice 

18 II certified mail, with a return receipt r e es d , that a public 

hearing m be requested before the zoning and subdivision 

II exami nera nd t hat i f no he ar i n9 i s r eque s ted wit h i n 15 day s 

21 from the date of the postmark of the notice, the vehicle or 

22 automobile hulk will be removed. 

23 B. If a request for hearing is received within 15 days of 

24 the pas ark, a notice giving the time, location and date of 

2S such hearing on the question of abatement and removal of the 

vehicle or vehicles or part(s} as a public nuisance shall be 

27 II mail ed. bye e r t i fie d mail wit h are t urn r ece i pt r e que s ted, t 0 

the owner of the land as shown on the last equalized assessment 

29 

31 
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1 Il r ol l and to the last registered and legal owner of record of 

2 each vehicle unless the vehicle is in such condition that 

3 ldentification numbers are not available to determine ownership 

4 or the owner of the land has denied the certifying individual 

S the land to obtain the vehicle identification number. 

6 SECTION. SECTION 7. Determination of responsibili 

7 of the land on which the vehicle is located may 

8 person at the hearing or present a written statement 

9 for consideration at the hearing, and may de 

10 for the presence of the vehicle on the land 

11 the reason for such denial. If it is determined by the 

officer that the vehicle was placed on the land without 

13 of the land owner and that the land owner has not 

in its presence, then costs of 

15 or removal of the vehicle shall not be assessed 

upon which the vehicle is located northe proper 

17 be collected from the land owner. Nothing in this 

18 shall relieve the property owner from any civil 

which may accrue from any zoning code violation 

20 to the improper placement, parking, or storage of 

21 or parts thereof. 

SECTION. SECTION 8. Hearing. In addition to 

2~ of responsibility as provided in Section 7. the 

24 officer shall receive and examine evidence on issue of 

25 a pub 1 i c nu i san ce as de fin edin t his c hap t ere)( i s t s . 

The decision of hearing examiner shall be final. Any further 

27 II a ppro val s hal 1 be asp res c rib edin K. C. C. 20 . 24 . 240 (b). 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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I NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. Abatement and removal. After 

2 flotice has been given that the county intends to dispose of the 

3 vehicle or vehicles or part(s) thereof, and. after a hearing has 

4 been held if requested consistent with this ordinance and with 

5 K.C.C. 20.24, the vehicle(s) or part(s) thereof shall 'be 

6 removed at the direction of a law enforcement officer or zoning 

7 code enforcement officer. The vehicle(s) or part(s) thereof 

8 shall be disposed at a licensed vehicle wrecker, hulk hauler or 

9 lise rap processor with notice given to the Washington State 

Patrol and to the department of licensing that the vehicle has 

11 /lDeen wrecked. 

N[W SECTION. SECTION 10. Costs of removal and disposal 

13 A. The costs of removal and disposal shall be assessed 

lIagainst the last registered owner if the identity of the owner 

15 be determined unless the owner in the transfer of ownership 

16 IIcomplied with RCW 46.12:101, or against the owner of the 

proper on which the vehicle is stored subject to Section 7, 

18 1I0r both. If both the owner of the vehicle and the property 

19 owner are assessed the costs of removal $ then ljabili for t 

20 II cos t s s hal 1 bethe i r j 0i ntan d sepa rat e 0 b1 i gat ion • 

21 B. The costs of administration and of removal and dispoSJ] 

22 1I0f the vehicle may be recovered pursuant to K.C.C. Chapter 

23 II 23.20. 

24 NEW SECTION. SECTION 11. Rules and procedures. The 

25 

26 

27 

manager of 

such rules 

administer 

29 

30 

31 

32 
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this ordinance, consistent with K.C.C. 2.98. 
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SECTION 12. K.C.C. 20.24.080lA) is amended as follows:1 

20.24.080 Final decisions by the examiner. A. The2
 

3
 examiner shall receive and examine available information,
 

4 conduct public hearings and prepare records and reports
 

5 thereof, and issue final decisions based upon findings and
 

6 conclusions in the following cases:
 

7 1. Appeals from the decisions of the administrator for
 

8 IIshort subdivisions;
 

9 2. Appeals of threshold determinations; 

to 3. Appeals from notices and orders issued pursuant to 

11 itle 23 of this code or the rules and regulations VII of the 

ing County department of public health; 

4. Appeals from decisions of the department of public13 

rks regarding permits or licenses in flood haza areas 

15 ursuant to Section 21.54.100; 

14 

16 5. Appeals from conditions imposed on final approvals of 

subdivisions receiving extensions pursuant to Section 19.28.050 

HI liE. or F.; 

19 6. Appeals from decisions of the 10ning a ustor on 

20 II ad min i s t rat i vee 0 nd i t ion a1 use permit s , con d i t ion a1 use permit s 

21 ll or variances; 

22 7. Appeals from decisions regarding site plan approvals 

23 IIpursuant to Section 21.46.180 and pursuant to Ordinance 4122; 

8. Appeals from decisions regarding the abatement of 

25 II noncon form i ngus e 5 ; 

26 9. Applications for shoreline substantial development 

27 II perm its when combin ed withot her 1and use ap p1 i cat ion s pur sua n t 

lito Section 25.32.080; 

29	 II 1 O. APpea 1 s fro m dec i s ion s reg a r din 9 mod i fie a t ion 0 f 

landscaping requirements pursuant to Section 21.51.050; 

~l 

32 
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I 11. Appeals from decisions of the director of the 

2 department of public works on requests for r~te adjustments to 

3 IIsurface and storm management rates and charges. 

4 II 12. Appeals from decisions regarding the reuse of public 

S IIscllool pursuant to Section 21.08.040H.; 

6 II 13. Appeals from decisions to condition or deny 

7 lIapplications pursuant to RCW 43.21C.060. as provided in Section 

8 1120.44.1102.C.; 

9 II 14. Appeals from department of public sa ty seizures and 

intended forfeitures. when properly designated by the chief law 

11 lIenforcement officer of that department as provided in RCW 

12 1169.50.505; 

13 II ~~_~EE~!l~!!E~_~~!l~~~~~~_ce~!lflE~!l~~~Of j~~~ 

vehicles to be removed as a ublic nuisance as rovided in this 

ordinance. 

16 ((t§~)) 16. Other applications or appeals which the 

17 llcounc t l may prescribe ordinance. 

18 INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this 22A.L 
day of _jJ~_. 19~ _ 

20 PASSED this ~ day of ~lg8s _ 

21 KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY. WASHINGTON 

22 
/

ATTEST: 
25 

-4~ 5n. ~T----- b~AI27 / I.:rli;rrtne aunellv '"~. • 
28 a ~ day of __ __ 1~;6APPROVED this _.-12 . ~ 
29 

30 
~ R'l n9 ounty xecutive 

31 

32 
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